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EDITORIAL 


The Christian Paradox 


A paradox may be defined as a seemingly con- 
tradictory statement or position, one opposed 
to common sense, and yet true in fact. 


The Bible is full of paradoxes and it is in- 


evitable that such should be the case, for the 
wisdom of God and that of unregenerate man 
are at opposite poles. 


The viewpoint, the reactions, the values, the 
perspectives of God and the world are complete- 
ly different. There is no clearer evidence of 
this than in the truths encompassed by the 
Beatitudes. Here we have statements which are 
the very antitheses of world-accepted values. 


The Apostle Paul expresses the same thought 
when he glories in his thorn in the flesh, and 
the buffeting of the world, and says: “. . . for 
when I am weak, then am I strong.” 


The Lord revealed the same truth to Samuel 
in these words: “For the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.’ 


The paradoxes of Christianity stem from the 
fact that when we are born again we see life 
and this world in an entirely new perspective, 
that of eternity. For the first time we realize 
that this world and everything in it is going to 
pass away, that only those who know and do 
God's will shall abide forever. 


This new concept is based on redemption, 
not reformation; on regeneration, not a natural 
transformation. Out of such an experience the 
kingdom of heaven is for the poor in spirit; 


there is comfort for the mourner; the earth — 


becomes the heritage of the meek; spiritual 
hungering and thirsting is provided for; mercy 
is the reward of the merciful; spiritual percep- 
tion is given the pure in heart and they see 
God; and adoption into the household of God 
a part of the peacemaker’s end. 


This paradox, arrant foolishness to the world, 
means joy and great reward for persecution, 
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reviling and false accusation. That such experi- 
ences should be the cause for “great gladness” 


is something the unregenerate cannot possibly — 


understand. 


The paradox of peace in the midst of danger; 
comfort in spite of sorrow; rejoicing in the face 
of adversity; all are confusing to the world but 
they make wonderful sense to the Christian. 


Little wonder that the Gospel brings divi- 
sion; that Christians are misunderstood; that 
the closer we live to Christ the more the world 
turns from us. In all of this there is no room 
for a martyr complex; rather there is joy in 
knowing that, “so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you.” | 


The great paradox of Christianity centers in 


the fact that the Son of God Himself came into — 


this world to die for sinners. 
world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto his 
own, and his own received him not. But as many 
as recewved him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.” L.N.B. 


Shall Culture Dominate 
Christian Faith? 


This is a question that comes to the front 
as one reads the current issue of Theology 
Today. Sometimes this effort undertakes to 
strip the Bible of its supernatural miracles be- 
cause they are declared impossible for the man 
of modern culture. At other times the attack 
is much further out on the circumference where 


-we are told that current culture requires women 


preachers. Is human reason to go its own way 
thinking Ged according to its own lights, or 
is it bound to think God’s thoughts after Him? 
When we come to the heart of Christian faith 
are we to start with the Christ of God set forth 
in His Word as did the primitive Christology, 


or are we to start with our own powers of | 
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judgment (‘value judgments”) as to what we 
would have Christ to be? 


Professor Herzog finds here the distinction be- 
tween Karl Barth and Reinhold Niebuhr as 
set forth in the former’s Church Dogmatics and 
in the latter’s Literalism, Individualism and 
Billy Graham. Barth does not go as far as does 
Berkouwer, our leading Calvinist theologian, 
in accepting en bloc the Bible witness. He has, 
however, “made it quite clear that he could 
not accept as an implication of theological hon- 
esty the relevance of ‘the standards of the whole 
world of culture’ (Niebuhr) for theology. He 
flatly denied that the reality ascertainable by 
culture encompasses the reality of faith.” “He 
saw no reason why culture should necessarily 
own the yardstick by which the truths of the 
Biblical witness should be measured.” God re- 
veals Himself in the preaching of the Word of 
the Cross. That which the world calls foolish- 
ness is the power of God unto salvation for the 
people of God. In the risen Christ who died for 
our sins are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge. W.C.R. 


The Word and the Sacrament 


In the preliminary draft presented to the 
Section of the World Council on Faith and 
Order at Evanston it was twice asserted that 
the Holy Spirit was bestowed in baptism. As 
to the Word, that draft asserted that “the Word 
of God through preaching makes known and 
ma to men the forgiveness and reconciliation 
y God.” 


As a result of protest against this apparent 
discrimination against the Word as a means 
of grace, the final draft reads, ““He has given 
the Scriptures, the preaching of the Word, Bap- 
tism and Eucharist by which the Church pro- 
claims the forgiveness of sins and by which, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, faith is quickened 
and nourished.” 


The objection to giving the Word a subor- 
dinate place to baptism is in accord. with Cal- 
vin’s Antidote to the Council of Trent. Treat- 
ing of the sixth session which presents baptism 
as the instrumental cause of justification, Cal- 
vin objects to the omission of the Gospel and 
to the high place assigned to baptism. He says: 
“It is a great absurdity to make baptism alone 
the instrumental cause. If this be so what be- 


comes of the Gospel? Will it not even get into 
the lowest corner? But, they say, baptism is 
the sacrament of faith. True; but when it all 
is said, I will still maintain that it is nothing 
but an appendage of the Gospel. They act 
preposterously in giving it the first place; and 
this is just as if one should say that the instru- 
mental cause of a house is the handle in the 
workman’s trowel. He who putting the Gospel 
in the background, numbers baptism among 
the causes of salvation, shows thereby that he 
does not know what baptism is or means, or 
what is its function and use.” In the Institutes, 
Calvin compares the Word to the foundation 
on which a building rests and the sacraments to 
supporting stays. The sacrament is so connected 
with the Word that it is not to be separated from 
it, yet it is to be distinguished from and held 
subservient to the Word, IV.16.5. 


The New Testament teaches that the Holy 
Spirit uses and accompanies the faithful procla- 
mation of the Word. This is conspicuous in 
the case of Peter’s preaching to Cornelius and 
is set forth by Peter in his first epistle, 1.10-11. 


It was likewise true of the preaching of Paul 


as he indicates in First Corinthians, First Thes- 
salonians and Galatians. Indeed the sword of 
the Spirit is the preached Word of God. W.C.R. 


Who Said That? 


The significance of a statement very often 
depends on who made the observation. 


When one runs down through the third chap- 
ter of Hebrews he can well be in for a shock, 
or more truly he will feel a thrill in his heart: 
“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith . . .”), 
and there follows a long quotation from the 
95th Psalm. 


But, when one turns to the 95th Psalm and 
begins to read, there is no difference in the 
impact which it makes when compared with 
other Psalms. Why? Because in each one God 
the Holy Spirit is speaking. 


In the first chapter of the book of Acts 
Peter stands up to speak and here are his 
words: “Men and bréthren, this scripture must 
needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost 
by the mouth of David spake before concerning — 
Judas 


This reference to the 4lst Psalm brings a 
meaning to the words of David which the Holy 


terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Press, Asheville, N. C. 


three weeks after change if not sent in advance. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian Weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
_ Vol. XV, No. 31, November 28, 1956. Editorial and Business Offices: 


Appress CuHance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 


Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


NOVEMBER 28, 1956 


PAGE 3 


| 

eri- 

bly 

rer; @ 

ace @ 

ut 

rid 

om | 

in 

ets 

to 

he 

nda 

his 

ny Ne 

nt 

cy & 

to 

ck @ 

on 

ay @ 

| 

th 

| 

\ 


Spirit inspired on the one hand and the sig- 
nificance of which the same Holy Spirit made 
plain to Peter centuries later. 


In the last words of David, recorded in II 
Samuel, 23:2 we read: “The Spirit of the Lord 
spake by me, and his word was in my tongue.” 


Our Confession of Faith affirms the right of 
the Scripture to speak for itself and when we 
approach the Book with the assurance that God's 
Holy Spirit is speaking through those to whom 
He entrusted its writing it becomes a living and 
inspired document and we find encouragement 
to search its pages for truths which are spirit- 
ually discerned and which can be apprehended 
in no other way. 


A Basket of Fruit 
The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22.23) 


G. The Fruit of the Spirit ts 
Faith, (or Faithfulness) 


May I state it this way: A Faith that leads 
to Faithfulness; a Living Faith, that works by 
love. Only the Holy Spirit can give such a 
Faith. 


Faith; the Foundation Grace; It is a great 
thing to be able to say, “I Believe.” I wish 
somebody would say over the radio, on ‘This 
I believe,” some of the great facts that really 
count, and not “beat around the bush,” so to 
speak. There are some Great Truths which 
we should believe. The world is divided into 
two classes; He that believeth; and he that 
believeth not. It makes a lot of difference as 
to which class we belong: he that believes is 
saved: he that believes not is lost. 


I. Some Great Facts to Believe. 


“IT believe’ that ‘“This Book,” the Bible, is 
the Word of God; that “holy men,” moved bv 
the Holy Spirit, wrote it. 


.‘T believe” that in This Book we have a Reve- 
lation of the True and Living God. He is 
One, but He exists in Three Persons, The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 


“T believe” that I have a Saviour, a Redeemer, 
born of 1 virgin, Who lived and died and rose 
again. He died for my sins. He is my all- 
sufficient High Priest. He is coming back in 
glory to judge and rule. 


“T believe” that the Holy Spirit convicts of 
sin, regenerates us, and sanctifies us, renewing 
us in the image of Christ, and enabling us to 
more and more die unto sin and live unto 
righteousness. He is our Guide and Comforter. 


“I believe” in the Forgiveness of sins through 
Christ; in salvation by grace through faith; in 
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the Church which is the Body of Christ; in the | 
resurrection of the body and in Life Everlast. 


ing; and in much more. 


This sort of Faith is Saving Faith; it is Serv. ; 
ing Faith, working by love; it is Victorious | 


Faith, overcoming the world. Only the Holy | 


Spirit can give it. It is a Fruit of the Spirit. 
II. Such a Faith Leads to Faithfulness. 


Faithfulness in Personal Growth in grace. We . 
will build out of the best materials a character — 


that will stand the test. 


Faithfulness to Home Duties and Responsi- 
bilities. 


heaven as we can. 


Faithfulness in the Church, whether we are q 
We will do 


leaders or just ordinary members. 
all we can to be fellow-helpers to the truth, and 
build up the Church. 


Faithfulness as Citizens of a great country. We 
will use our influence to make and keep our 
nation a Christian nation. 


If we are Faithful unto the end our reward 
will be great; Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant, enter into the joy of thy Lord. 


The Fruit of the Spirit is Faith, 


(Faithfulness) . 


A Desert Prowler 
By Wade C. Smith 


I have a brother who has been a missionary 
to the Navajo Indians in Arizona the past 35 
years. His name is Rev. Hugh D. (“Shine”) 
Smith, the “Shine” having been given to him 
by the Navajos and they do not know him by 
any other name. He lives alone in a trailer, 


in which he cruises from place to place among ~ 


the hogans and trading posts. The trailer also 
serves for a study and reception room where 
the Indians come for counsel and advice con- 
cerning their problems, domestic and otherwise. 
He has made several trips to Washington to 


plead with the Interior Department for their — 


rights and needs. For the past ten years he has 
held an annual Christmas party for the Indians, 


beginning with an attendance of several hun- | 
dred and growing each year, until last Christ- — 


mas when something over 6,000 were in at- 
tendance. 


He is expecting 7,000 this year. There is a — 
big feast on butchered and barbecued sheep | 
and beef, and a present for every child; also © 
a wool blanket for every family. The blankets — 
are contributed by manufacturers in Chicago — 


and elsewhere whose interest has been enlisted. 
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plane soaring over the. Grand Canyon. 


During the years this information has gotten 
around to many Indian lovers in the United 
States. Packages of all kinds of goods (and 
money) begin arriving at Flagstaff in the Fall 
and it requires several warehouses to store them 
until time for the Christmas Party distribution. 


His ministry is both wholesale and personal. 
One night in zero temperature on the mountain 
he stripped off all the burnable parts of his 
Ford car to make a fire that saved a little In- 
dian girl from freezing, then made use of the 
engine and chassis to get her to the hospital 
where she was nursed to health. Once or twice 
he has performed the marriage ceremony in a 
His 
Indians wanted it that way. All this is in keep- 
ing with Paul’s plan of being “all things to all 
men, that I might win some.” 


But his latest episode is what prompts me 
to write this little sketch about “Shine.” <A 
letter received from him this morning reads as 
follows: 


“Well, yesterday an Indian baby was born in 
my car while I was going sixty miles an hour. 
I heard a baby’s cry back there, and knowing 
there was no baby in the car when I left, I slowed 
down to 2 stop. At the same time I discovered I 
had a flat tire. Troubles never come singly; 
if it isn’t twins, something else comes with it. 
There was a lady traveling in a car behind and 
when she drew up and saw the situation she 
went back and brought out some of her own 
baby’s clothes, saying she had had a baby once 
in an elevator and knew how bad these things 
were needed under the circumstances. As soon 
as I got the tire mended I thought of course 
the parents of the new baby would want to go 
right on to the: hospital — but I don’t know 
Indians YET; they said, ‘NO! Let’s go back 
to our hogan.’ 


“So I turned round and took them back 15 


_ miles to their hogan. They even twitted me 


on the way back, saying the baby just didn’t 
want to be born in a white man’s hospital, and 
when they began planning a name for the baby 
I suggested they name her ‘Highway 89.’ Then 
I learned something else. The Navajos believe 
that the after birth should be carried away to 
the East, and they told me that on a former 
occasion when this detail was being attended 
to, the old grandfather called out, ‘No! more to 


the left, more to the left’ — of course in Navajo. 


“One lesson I got as I looked at that tiny 
infant, swaddled in a stranger’s wrappings, was: 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all that life could 
be devoted only to the Great Spirit, forsaking 
all the many foolish detours — just looking to 
Him for every thought and movement!” 
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The Book Of Jonah And Its Critics 


By Rev. Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D., D.D. 


“Tonah and the Whale” has been the stum- 
bling block and laughing stock of sceptics for 
centuries. The higher critic solves the problem 
by calling it myth, legend, romance, and now 
especially a missionary tract of very signal im- 
portance. For the Christian the great obstacle 
to all such unrealistic treatments of this little 
book is the way in which it is treated in the 
New Testament. For in this case as in many 
others the use made of the passage in the New 
Testament is the, greatest objection to the “con- 
clusions” reached by the critic of the Old Testa- 
ment. 


Jonah is referred to twice in Matthew and 
once in Luke. In all three passages the refer- 
ence to Jonah is in response to the demand 
for a “sign,” that is, for a signal and probably 
supernatural attestation of Jesus’ unique claims. 
In Matt. 12:39f both the “fish story” and the 
repentance of the Ninevites are referred to by 
Jesus. In 16:4 Jesus refers to the “sign of the 
prophet Jonah,” but does not define it; the 
same is true also of Luke 11:29f. Consequently, 
it has been claimed that Matt. 12:40 is a gloss 
and that the N.T. knows nothing of the “fish 
story.” But there is no evidence to support 
the claim that this verse is not an integral part 
of the text of Matt. 12. And the demand for a 
sign favors the view that the miracle of the 
swallowing by the great fish was expressly re- 
ferred to by Jesus. 


Scholars who regard Matt. 12:40 as genuine, 
but deny the historicity of the book of Jonah 
are accustomed to explain it as myth or legend. 
But the question then arises, Is it conceivable 
that Jesus used a popular legend which had 
no basis in fact as the sign of what He knew 
was to become the great central fact of Chris- 
tianity, His own death and resurrection? We 
believe that it is not. It seems perfectly clear 
that Jesus appealed to it as historical fact. To 
hold that He did not know that it was un- 


historical, or that knowing it to be such, He 


used it because He knew that His hearers be- 
lieved it, carries implications which no one 
whose beliefs regarding Him are founded on 
the New Testament will entertain for a mo- 
ment. The greatest reason for accepting the 
historicity of Jonah is the testimeny of Jesus 
Hiinself. 


Various attempts have been made to eliminate 
the “fish story” from the book of Jonah or to 
give a “reasonable” explanation of it. J. H. 
Moulton claimed that it was an editorial ad- 
dition to the prayer in Chapter 2, that some 
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unknown copyist failed to understand that the 
words “out of the belly of sheol” were figurative 
and added a marginal note explaining them 
as referring to a fish which swallowed Jonah, 
and that this prosaic note somehow got into 
the text itself. 


A. S. Peake, likewise denying the historicity 
of the narrative regarding the fish, sought to 
explain it in terms of allegory and myth. Al- 
legorizing Jonah as representing Israel, he ap- 
pealed to Jer. 51:34,44 where Babylon and her 
king Nebuchadnezzar and her god Bel are lik- 
ened to a great dragon which has swallowed 
Israel and must yield her up; and he found 
there the explanation of the story of Jonah. 
He supported it with the claim that Jonah’s 
prayer says nothing about the great fish and 
is quite out of harmony with it. He claimed 
further that the fish story is a “trivial issue” 
and that the book is to be regarded as a protest 
against the narrow exclusivism of the Jews and 
a call on Israel ‘“‘to accept the mission appointed 
to it and save the Gentiles by the proclamation 
of the truth.” In short, according to this view, 
which is rather widely held today, the book of 
Jonah is not historical; it is a missionary tract 
and it is a matter of indifference whether it 
has any real basis in fact. 


Let us turn now to the Book of Jonah and 
consider some of the most important issues con- 
nected with its interpretation. The first is the 
fish incident. We shall not pause to discuss 
the possibility of the miracle. Those who are 
abreast of the discoveries which have been made 
by the bathyscope will hesitate to deny that 
there may be mcnsters in the great deep today 
which would qualify for the role assigned to 
the fish. And the Christian will not forget that 
we are told that “the Lord prepared a great 
fish to swallow Jonah.” 


For him the more important question is 
this, Is the story of the fish out of harmony 
with the narrative as a whole? 


great fish, but merely describes feelingly and 
poignantly the sensations of a man who all 
but drowned in the sea. This is the claim; 
and we do not hesitate to say that it is perfectly 


justified. Most or all of us have seen in il- 


lustrated Bibles or Bible story books, pictures 
of Jonah being cast — into the sea? Not at 
all. He is thrown overboard, is perhaps in mid- 
air and the fish is waiting with yawning mouth 
to receive him. Jonah passes directly from the 
ship into the “belly” of the fish; and the sailors 
are witnesses of the amazing outcome of their 
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action, and are even terrified lest they and 
their ship be swallowed as well as Jonah. This 
is the event as pictured in some old books about 
the Bible; and I fear in some that are still in 
use today. But this representation is absolutely 
contrary to the Biblical narrative. It tells us 
plainly that Jonah told the sailors to cast him 
into the sea, that they did so, after a vain 
effort to save the ship by rowing, that after 
they cast Jonah into the sea, the sea became 
calm, and that they “feared the Lord exceed- 
ingly” and offered sacrifices. There is not the 
slightest hint that they saw the fish or had any 
idea that Jonah’s fate was different from that 
of any other man who is “lost at sea.”” At the 
end of the voyage, they may have related the 
strange story of the stilling of the tempest by 
throwing overboard a renegade Jew who said 
he was fleeing from his angry God. Nothing 
more. | 

We now consider the case of Jonah. The 
sailors cast Jonah into the sea. We read then: 
“Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly 
of the fish three days and three nights.” A 
simple objective statement of fact! It is followed 
by these words: ““Then Jonah prayed unto the 
Lord His God out of the fish’s belly.” Another 
purely objective statement! Then  Jonah’s 
prayer is given. It is, as we might expect, a 
very personal prayer. It gives thanks for de- 
liverance from death and expresses confident 
hope for the future. What is the death from 
which Jonah is so thankful to be delivered? 
It is the death by drowning. He has been cast 
into the sea, he has sunk down into its depths, 
he has fainted and been at the point of death. 
But the Lord has delivered him from. the very 
jaws of death and he:is thankful to be alive. 
Does he know where he is? Nothing is said 
about this. He is alive, he can breathe, the 
suffocating agony of the drowning man is past, 
he thanks God for his mercies, he is confident 
that he will see the temple again and be able 
to worship and sacrifice there to the Lord who 
has delivered him. 


Then we read: “And the Lord spake unto the | 


fish, and it vomited Jonah upon the dry land.” 
Then Jonah knew and apparently not until then 
where he had been and how he had been saved 
from drowning. How long he was conscious 
while in his strange refuge from death, we are 
not told. His release may have followed almost 


immediately after he came to himself and of- 


fered his beautiful prayer. 

Two conclusions may be drawn from this 
record as it stands before us. The one is that 
there is no conflict between the language of the 
prayer and the context in which it appears. 
They are in complete agreement. The other 
is that this amazing experience made Jonah 
a “‘sign,”’ a wonderful sign to the Ninevites and 


a most appropriate sign for the unbelieving Jews. 


NOVEMBER 28. 1956 


who asked Jesus to accredit Himself to them 
by an act of superhuman power. 


We turn now to the second marvel which is 
recorded in this little book, the preaching to 
the Ninevites and its result. After his amazing 
experience when he sought to flee to Tarshish, 
“the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the 
second time.” Again he was commanded to 
declare the judgment of God upon the wicked 
city. This time he obeyed and went to Nineveh. 
We cannot date this mission at all definitely. 
The name of the Assyrian king is not given. 
The statement in 2 Kings 14:25 only defines 
the period in a general way. It tells us that 
Jonah foretold the recovery of the Northern 
Kingdom under Jeroboam II. But it does not 
tell us how long in advance Jonah uttered his 
prophecy nor whether it preceded or followed 
the incident described in the Book of Jonah. 


Between the reigns of Adad-nirari III (810- 
783 B.C.), who apparently died several years 
after Jeroboam II became king of Israel, and 
Tiglathpileser III (744-727 B.C.) there is an 
interval of forty years during which so far as 
we know no Assyrian king campaigned in the 
West. It may be that the probably quite brief 
“repentance” of the Ninevites belongs within 
this period. 

Nineveh was an ancient city when Jonah went 
there. How large it was, we do not know from 
secular sources. The Biblical narrative tells 
us that it was “exceeding great,” that it was 
a city of “three days’ journey” and that there 
were in it “six score thousand persons” unable 
to distinguish between their two hands. Such 
figures are by no means impossible when we 
compare them with the figures which appear 
from time to time in ancient records. Nineveh | 
was the center or a center of the vast Assyrian 
war-machine. The building of its great temples 
and palaces must have brought to it at times 
a vast corvee. The huts and fragile tenements 
of such slave-labor would leave little behind 
them for the archaeologist to uncover. It is 
also possible that in speaking of Nineveh as a 
city of “three days journey” the writer included 
the extensive suburbs of the city lying in the 
triangle between the Tigris and the Upper Zab, 
even as far south perhaps as the ancient capital 
Calah, 20 miles to the south. The mention of 
“much cattle’ (4:11) would certainly favor a 
somewhat expansive use of the word. Nineveh 
might be as ambiguous a term as London is 
today. London has more than three million 


inhabitants, Greater London more than eight 


million, the City of Londcn only some ten 
thousand, although probably more than half 
a million do business in “the city” every week 
day. The phrase “three days’ journey’ may 
also mean, not that it required three days to 
walk through Nineveh, but that it required 
three days to go up and down the principal 
streets of the city as a town crier would be ex- 
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pected to do in order to make his tidings known 
to the whole city. 


The message of Jonah was a very simple one, 
“Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.” 
But it had back of it the accrediting story of 
the messenger’s unique experience. It is im- 
portant to bear this in mind. For it accounts 
for the amazing effect of Jonah’s preaching. 
We know that the Assyrians were an intensely 
superstitious people. A large proportion of 
their religious texts consisted of omens. All 
sorts of unusual, grotesque, or fantastic hap- 
penings were recorded and studied by their 
priests and augurs. The appearance in the 
streets of Nineveh of a man like Jonah, coming 
from a distant land, impelled to deliver a mes- 
sage of doom because of an amazing personal 
experience was calculated to produce exactly 
the effect which we are told it did produce, 
both on king and on people. The story may 
sound absurd. But the careful student of history 
will not be the one to pronounce it so. 


We come now to a point which requires care- 
ful and discriminating study: the repentance 
of the Ninevites. We have seen that it is cus- 
tomary with those who reject the historicity 
of the Book of Jonah to make much of the 


book as a missionary tract. We are told that | 


“the lesson of the Book of Jonah is analogous to 
the foreign mission idea of developed 
Christianity.” 

Indeed, we have even been told that “a 
tribute of the highest admiration” must be paid 
to the Book of Jonah “when we recall Matt. 
10:5-6 and 15:24-26,” a statement which may 
imply that the author of Jonah was more mis- 
sionary-minded than our Lord Himself. That 
there is no warrant in the Bible for such exag- 
gerated claims as these should be clear to any- 
one who studies the Biblical account carefully. 
Jonah’s message was one of judgment, “Yet 
forty days and Nineveh shall be destroyed.” 
It struck terror to the hearts of king and peo- 
ple. The king and his nobles exhorted the peo- 
ple: “Let them turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that is in their 
hands.” They obeyed; and the Lord spared 
the city. They repented of their violent acts 
under the threat of the imminent destruction of 
their city. But that was all. They did not be- 
come worshippers of the God of Israel, as we 
are told took place under somewhat similar 
circumstances in the days of Esther (Esth. 8:17) . 
There is not the slightest evidence in history 
of the “conversion” of the Ninevites to serve 
the God of Israel. And we have only to read 
the Book of Nahum to realize that their re- 
pentance was but temporary, inspired by terror. 
The hand of vengeance was stayed only for a 
time; and then the sword fell upon the bloody 
city and it became a ruinous heap. 
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The last chapter of this little book is in some 
respects the most remarkable of all. It gives 
us the reason for Jonah’s attempted flight to 
Tarshish, a reason which few readers of the 
first three chapters would even dream of: Jonah 
was sure that the Lord who was sending him 
to Nineveh to foretell its destruction, would 
not, being a God of Mercy and grace, carry out 
his sentence of destruction, if the people re- 
pented. He had felt sure they would repent 
and had attempted to flee to Tarshish; and 
now he was “displeased exceedingly” and “very 
angry’ when the people did repent and were 
spared as he had ccnfidently expected would 
follow. Why he was so angry we are not told. 
Perhaps he foresaw something of the havoc 
which Assyria would wreak in Israel in the com- 
ing days and hoped against hope that this great 
enemy of his people might be removed from 
her path forever. Perhaps he feared that he 
would lose face as a prophet of the Lord, if 


his woe-ladened prophecy were not fulfilled 


within the time appointed. Whatever may be 
said for Jonah, his “hard-boiled” attitude stands 
in tragic contrast with the revelation which is 
given us of the love and compassion of God; 
His patience with wicked Nineveh; His gracious 
dealing with His rebellious and hard-hearted 
servant. We have here a wonderful illustration 
of the truth of the words: “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord.” 

The Book of Jonah ends abruptly. It may 
seem to leave Jonah still in his state of angry 
disappointment. For we are not told how he 
reacted to the rebuke of the Lord! What be- 
came of him we do not know. We read else- 


where that he uttered a prophecy of comfort 


and hope for Israel. But whether this was 
before or after his preaching against the Nine- 
vites we have no way of knowing. The only 
light which is given us on the meaning of the 
Book of Jonah comes to us from the Lord Him- 
self. He treats it as history. He sees in Jonah’s 
encounter with the great fish the type of His 
coming triumph over death and in the re- 
pentance of the Ninevites, when Jonah preached 
to them destruction. He sees a solemn rebuke 
and warning for those who fail to repent at 
the preaching of a greater than Jonah, who 
comes to bring them glad tidings of great joy. 
He does not use the Book of Jonah to rebuke 
them for their failure to preach salvation to 


the heathen. He uses it to denounce them for | 


their refusal to accept Him as their promised 
Messiah. It is only if true that Jonah’s unique 
experience makes him a sign to the Ninevites. 
It is only if true that their repentance makes 
them a rebuke to Jesus’ hearers. It is only if 
true that the Lord’s rebuke of Jonah is a re- 
buke to the narrow nationalism of the Jews. 
The critics of the Book of Jonah cannot excuse 
their rejection of it as history, by fulsome praise 
of it as an unhistorical missionary romance. 
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LETTERS — } 


1622 North Augusta St., 
Staunton, Va., 
Nov. 12, 1956. 


Gentlemen: 


It was good to see in the November 7th issue 
of the Southern Presbyterian Journal, a letter 
written by my friend and one-time school mate, 
Mrs. D. L. Norris, in regard to women as elders 
in our Southern Presbyterian Church. 


Even if it were not so plainly stated in the 
Bible that God chose men to be elders (Titus 
1:5), with the requirements listed in 6,7,8,9, one 
of which does not apply to women, I do not 
believe that the women of our church want 
to push the men aside, or even share in their 
God-given “tasks”; and those men who are in 
favor of women as elders, must consider it a 
“task,” or just something more to be turned 
over to the women of the church. 


We women can, and have found all the work 
we can possibly do without changing God’ law 


) and plan for the men of the church; and we 


certainly cannot meet one of the requirements, 
as Mrs. Norris points out, that of being “the 
husband of one wife,” but we can help the men 
(those of us who have men in the family) to 
live up to the other requirements in verses 
6,7,8,9, without actually shouldering their re- 
sponsibilities and “taking over’ the duties that 
God in His Word delegated to the men as elders. 


Women and Men of the Church, please read 
in the King James Version of God’s Holy Word; 
Titus 1:5,6,7,8,9, regarding the qualifications of 
elders and see how you fit into the picture, as 
God planned it! 

Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) J. H. Bell 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, December 9, Luke 8:16-21. A great 
responsibility rests upon all those who hear. the 
Good News of salvation (vv.8,18,21). A_per- 


son’s eternal status depends upon how he hears © 


the Word of God (vv.12,18). List the different 
things mentioned in vv.11-14 that keep a person 
from receiving the Word sincerely. Have any 
of these factors hindered your genuine interest 
in spiritual things? Observe that while there 
were many who received the Word (vv.13-14,15) , 
only a few persisted in their faithfulness and 
were found approved of God _ (v.15). Continual 
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obedience to the Word is a must (v.21). The 
light that has been established in one life must 
continue to shine and bring forth fruit in the 
lives of others (v.16). 


Monday, December 10, Matthew 25:31-46. 
Jesus teaches that good deeds done in this life 
have great consequences in the life to come 
(vv.34-36). Failure to perform these deeds now 
brings grievous results in the next world (vv.4l- 
43). Observe that those who did or failed to 
do the tasks mentioned did not realize that 
their actions were of great concern to Christ 
(vv.37-39,44). Notice how simple and every- 
day were the tasks mentioned by Jesus (vv.35- 
36ff). Are you aware of the spiritual implica- 
tions of the little deeds you do or fail to do? 
Observe that it is Christ who will do the judg- 
ing (vv.31-33). Are the good deeds you do done 


unto Him? 


Tuesday, December 11, I Kings 17:8-16. <A 
drought had come upon the land (v.1). God, 
however, watched over and provided for the 
needs of His servant, Elijah (vv.2-6). Observe 
God’s faithfulness in leading Elijah from one 
place to another as supplies became exhausted 
(vv.7-9) . God also provided tor those who were 
hospitable to His servant (vv.10-16). Elijah 
was utterly dependent upon God as he was fed 
in supernatural ways (vv.6,14-16). Would God 
have supplied his needs if Elijah had not obeyed 
Him (vv.5,9-10) ? Often we have dire spiritual 
hungers which can only be met in a supernatural 
way by God in Christ (John 6:35,51). This is 
done as we yield our lives to Him in obedience 
(John 15:4-7,11). 


Wednesday, December 12, Luke 10:30-37. 
When men came to Jesus with insincere motives 
(vv.25,29) , He had a way of turning their ques- 
tions and making them face a decision about 
their own spiritual welfare (vv.28,37). What 
methods did Jesus use to do this (vv.26,30-37) ? 
Is it obvious from vv.26-27 that the lawyer al- 
ready knew the answer to his question of 
v.25? In the story of the Good Samaritan, re- 
member that the priests and Levites (vv.31-32) 
were in the same religious category as the law- 
yer (11: 12-46), and that the very word “Samari- 
tan” (v.33) was an unspeakable curse word 
for the Jews. How, then, was Jesus’ question 
of v.36 particularly pointed? Are you _ ever 
guilty of raising questions that are designed 
more to cover up your obvious responsibilities 
than to discover new truth? 


Thursday, December 13, Luke 24:13-35. Sense 
the despondency of these two disciples as they 
walked along the Emmaus road following the 
crucifixion (vv.13-21). What facts did they 
know about Christ (vv.19-20)? What “rumors” 
had they heard (vv.22-24)? Observe how the 
risen Christ revealed Himself to them — first 
the questions (vv.17, 19), then the teaching 
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(vv.25-27), finally the revelation (vv.28-31). 
The questions (vv.17,19) won their confidence 
(vv.18,19-24,29). The teaching (vv.25-27) 
reached their hearts (v.32). The revelation 


(vv.28-31) sent them out proclaiming the good > 


news (vv.33-35). How would Christ’s teaching 
(vv.25-27) preserve the certainty of the dis- 
covery of vv.30-31)? Observe their change of 
mood (vv.33-35). The certainty of the presence 
of the risen Christ in the Christian’s life should 
turn despondency into hope. 


Friday, December 14, John 11:32-44. “All 
things work together for good.’’ Sometimes this 
is a difficult truth to accept. If Jesus had not 
delayed in coming (vv.3-7) Lazarus would not 
have died (vv.21,32). It was not due to neglect 
or indifference to the family that Jesus delib- 
erately delayed in coming (vv.5,34-36) but in 
accord with divine purpose (vv.15,40). Mary 
and Martha believed Jesus was the Messiah 
(v.27); they believed in His power to heal 
dead (v.39)! How would the incident of 


(vv.14,16,22-24) . 


vv.38-44 increase the faith of Jesus’ followers? 
How would it give them hope as they saw 
Jesus, Himself, put to death (vv.49-53) ? When 
circumstances are bewildering and uncertain, 
can you trust God that somehow all things 
will eventually work together for good? 


Saturday, December 15, Psalm 71:17-24. The 
Psalmist is old (vv.9,18) and_ trouble is 
on every hand _  (vv.4.10-11,13). He knows 
God as his refuge (vv.1,3,7) and meditates upon 
Him continually (vv.8,15,24). The Lord has 
been with him and watched over him from his 
youth (vv.5-6,17). It is to this God that he looks 
in his present situation (vv.2-3,12). As the Lord 
has been with him in the past (vv.5-6-17), he 
now prays with confidence (vv.20-21) that God 
has already heard his prayer and answered it 
Hence praise and testimony 
to the Lord’s goodness is already in his mouth 
(vv.14-16,22-24). Does your walk with God in 
the past enable you to look to Him with con- 
fidence for the future? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


More Ihan Conquerors 


Background Scripture: Romans 8 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 27:1-10 


The Psalmist, in Psalm 27, is telling us how we may conquer our fears. 
earliest and most persistent of our troubles while on earth. 


Fear is one of the 
As children, we are afraid of the 


dark, or of a dog, or a thunderstorm, or even of people. As we grow older we may lose our child- 
ish fears to some extent, but new fears take the place of the old. We are afraid of men in a dif- 
ferent way; we fear their opposition, or ridicule, or persecution. We no longer fear the dark night; 


we now fear the “dark future.’””’ We begin to 
have aches and pains and we wonder if we are 
going to have cancer, or heart trouble. We 
think of growing old and helpless, of being 
in need, and we take out insurance, or social 
security, or try to lay aside something for the 
“rainy day” which we fear is just around the 
corner. We worry about the dangers of the high- 
way. We think of approaching death, our last 
great enemy. 


For all of these, and other fears, the Psalmist 
has a simple remedy. It is put in the form of 
a question: The Lord is my light and my salva- 
tion; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
David had many enemies. They threatened 
his life constantly. He is confident that the 
Lord will hide him in the day of trouble; that 


the Lord will lift up his head above his enemies. 


He can sing and rejoice because God's face is 
turned toward him. In other words, David, 
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like Paul, knew the secret of being “More than 
Conquerors.” Do you know that secret? May 
the Spirit of God enable us to find and rejoice 
in it as we meditate upon uns marvelous chap- 
ter, Romans 8: 


In the seventh chapter of Roisin Paul has 
been discussing the struggle that goes on in 
the human soul between good and evil. He 
says, When I would do good, evil is present 
with me, etc. This fight is so fierce that he 
cries out in verse 24, “O wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?”’ He is like a man chained to a dead 
body, which was sometimes done by the cruel 
Romans. In verse 25 he gives a shout of vic- 
tory, “I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” In chapter eight he explains at length 
what he means and tells us of the “Great De 
liverance”’; tells us how we can be “More than 
Conquerors.” It is a wonderful thing. to be a 
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conqueror; it is still better to be a rejoicing 
victor; to have a crown of rejoicing and a crown 
of glory awaiting us. 


When I read and study a chapter like the 
one we have today I feel so helpless; so over- 
whelmed. What can a mere man say when 
faced by such glorious facts? May the Holy Spirit 
Who inspired Paul to write these verses open 
our eyes, our minds, our hearts. There are three 
things which make us “More than Conquerors”: 
(1) The Spirit of God, (2) The Purpose of 
God, and (3) The Love of God. 


I. The Spirit of God: 1-27: “Walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. 


The Holy Spirit, as we saw in our last lesson, 


is One Who is called alongside to help, and 
He helps us in our struggle against sin. When 
a sinner is saved he is regenerated by the Holy 


Spirit. This is the New Birth of which Jesus — 


spoke to Nicodemus: except a man be born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of God. The 
Holy Spirit comes to dwell in his heart. 
old nature, the “old man,” or “the flesh,” is to 
be “put off,” put to death. The old man is to 
be crucified with Christ, and the new man is 
to live. If any man be in Christ he is a new 
creature, (a new creation) , old things are passed 
away, and all things have become new. ; 


We are solemnly warned about grieving, or 
quenching, the Spirit. We are led by the Spirit; 
we are to walk after the Spirit. We can be 
“more than conquerors’ when we yield our- 
selves completely to the Holy Spirit; when we 
are “filled with the Spirit,”’ as the disciples were 
at Pentecost. We cannot please God if we con- 
tinue to live in the flesh, and follow our old 
sinful nature. When we thus yield to the Spirit, 
then the Spirit bears witness with our spirit 
that we are the children of God. Why do 
Christians have so little assurance? Is it not 
because we fail to yield ourselves to His power? 


Then if we are children of God, we are heirs 


of God and joint-heirs with Christ. If we suffer, 


we suffer together with Him, and we will be 


4 glorified with Him. We know that we shall 


be delivered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 


The whole creation groans together, waiting for 


the Redemption of our bodies. We look for 
that time to come and wait with hope. 


The Spirit also makes intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, Satan hath desired to have you that 
he might sift you as wheat, but I have prayed 
for thee that thy faith fail not. He ever lives 
to make intercession for us, as our Great High 
Priest. Now we are told that the Spirit also 
is interceding for us. With these Two praying 


. for us, we can be “more than conquerors.” We 


are not alone in our battle with our enemies. 
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The 


We have the mercy-seat, and all the hosts of 
hell cannot defeat us if we come to the throne 
of grace where we find grace to help in time 
of need. Some of our most beautiful hymns 
have this for their theme: Holy Spirit, faithful 
guide, Ever near the Christian’s side; Gently 
lead us by the hand, Pilgrims in a desert land. 


The soul that yields to the Spirit and walks 
after the Spirit will be able to be “more than 
conqueror.” That soul will be sealed and safe, 
victorious and rejoicing, as it faces the trials 
and hardships and battles of life. We have a 
fine example of such a victorious life in the 
apostle who wrote these words. The Spirit had 
such complete possession of Paul that he could 
rejoice in tribulations. 


Il. The Purpose of God: 
“According to His purpose” : 28-34. 


This section starts out with one of the most 
amazing promises in the Bible: “For we know 
that all things work together for good to those 
that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to His purpose.” If we belong to those 
that love God, then this promise is ours, and 
this, in itself, is enough to make us “more than 
conquerors.” Our constant prayer should be, 
More love to Thee, O God; More love to Thee, 
O Christ. May the Lord fill our hearts with 
such a love! Then we can claim this glorious 
promise. 


God has a purpose, a Plan, for us. That Plan 
is for us to be conformed to the image of His 
Son. He has foreordained us; He knows all 
about us. He has called us and we have an- 
swered His call. He justifies us; He sanctifies 
us; He adopts us into His family; He will glor- 
ify us. We are not to go down in defeat. He 
Who has begun a good work in us will finish 
that work. 


_He may have to chasten us. Whom the Lord 
loveth, He chasteneth. He deals with us as 
with sons. No chastening for the present seems 
pleasant, but grievous, but afterwards it yields 
fruit. The purpose of God is to have the image 
of Christ in us. Our Saviour was “more than 
conqueror” as He faced the temptations, trials, 
and sufferings of life. "We conquer in His name 
and through His power. The purpose of God is 
not defeat, but victory. If God be for us, whc 
can be against us? We know He is on our side. 
He Who spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 
freely give us all things? 


III. The Love of God: “The love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” | 


In verses 35 to 39 we have the glorious climax 
to this wonderful chapter. When we begin to 
examine cur love for God we are ashamed that 
we do not love Him more, and we pray that our 
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love should be made greater. In these conclud- 
ing verses Paul tells us of God’s love, Christ’s 
love for us. Jesus loved His disciples, and He 
loved them unto the end, even when they all 


forsook Him and fled. Herein is love, John’ 


tells us, Not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins, and not for ours only, but for 
the sins of the whole world. John 3:16 tells us 
of the love of God for us. We love, because He 
first loved us. These verses are full of questions 
and answers. 


Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? The 
Christians of Paul’s day had to face all of these 
things. Paul faced them. They were like “sheep 
for the slaughter’; death stared them in the face 


all the time. They were thrown to wild beasts 
or burned at the stake. In these things they 
were given grace to be “more than conquerors.” 
They met death and suffering with songs of 


praise. They were thoroughly convinced that 


nothing could separate them from the love of 
their Saviour. I sometimes wonder how well 
we in our day would stand up under such fiery 
trials. If we are as sure as they were of the 
love of Christ, we could be as heroic and re- 
joicing as they were. 


He closes with a list of things which might 
seem to separate us from the love of God: For 
I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature shall be able to separate us from 
God’s love. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 9 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


How To Approach The Bible 


Scripture: Psalm 119: 17-24. 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Wonderful Words of Life’’ 
“How Precious Is the Book Divine” 
“Lamp of Our Feet, Whereby We Trace” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

On this day, the second Sunday in December, 
people throughout the world observe Universal 
Bible Sunday. We are reminded especially of 
the work of the Bible societies in the Christian 
nations of the world. The aim of these fine 
organizations is to translate, publish, and to 
distribute the Bible to all who need it. In 
the United States it is the American Bible So- 
ciety which does this work. Our own denomina- 
tion contributes directly to the American Bible 
Society through its benevolent budget. 
may want to have a special share in the work 
of the Society by receiving an offering at your 
meeting.) 


While it is very important to know the ad- 
vances which are being made in providing the 
Scriptures for people all over the world, it is 
necessary that we know how to use the Bible 
for ourselves. It is even more necessary that we 
actually do use the Bible in our own lives. In 
our program for today we want to discover how 
to approach the Bible. Our speakers will offer 
some suggestions. 


First Speaker: 


A wealthy man once sent a parcel to his friend, 
a poor but hard-working bricklayer. Included 
along with some small items in the package 
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was a very fine mason’s trowel with a mahogany 
handle. Some years later the giver of the trowel 
had occasion to visit the bricklayer, and much 
to his surprise, he found the trowel displayed 
over the chimney-piece as a curiosity. The gift 
had never served its intended purpose because 
its owner thought it too good to use. 


Most of us have a high opinion of the Bible, 


God’s gift to us, but the Bible is a book to be 
used and not merely as an ornament to be dis- 


_ played with great respect. We must approach 


the Bible with a determination to use it. God 
intends that we should study the Bible in order 
that we may know Him and His will for our 
lives. Only those who make proper use of the 
Bible find the gems of wisdom, the riches of 
truth, and the priceless gift of salvation which 
it has in store. The diligent students of the 
Bible are the people who really enjoy its bless- 


ings. | 


A nobleman once gave a celebrated actress 
a Bible, telling her at the same time that there 
was a treasure in it. She, thinking he meant 
religion, laid the Bible aside. She died, and 
all she had was sold. The person who bought 
the Bible, cn turning over its leaves, found a 
note for $2500 in it. Had the actress read her 
Bible, she might not cnly have found the money, 
but also the “pearl of great price.” 


Second Speaker: 


A young‘lady laid down the book she--had 
been reading, exclaiming in disgust that it 
was. the dullest, most. uninteresting story she 
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had ever read. In the course of time she met 


and fell in love with a young man. She thought | 


it strange that his name and even his initials 
should be the same as the author of the dull, 
dry book. Then, much to her amazement, she 
discovered that her loved one was the writer 
of the book. She determined to read it again, 
and this time it was fairly fascinating. The 
fact that she knew and loved the author made 
all the difference. 


We must approach the Bible with a personal 
knowledge of its Author, who is God. If the 
Bible seems uninteresting reading to some peo- 
ple, it may be because they have never met the 
Author. It is not always possible for us to know 
the authors of the books we read, but it is pos- 
sible to know the Author of the Bible. God 
makes Himself known through Christ. Jesus 
said, “He that hath seen me, hath seen the 
Father.” If we believe in the Son, we have life, 
and we have a close, personal knowledge of the 
Father. The better we know God, the more we 
appreciate His Book, and the more we study 
the Bible, the better we know its Author. 


Third Speaker: 

We must approach the Bible with a sincere 
prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The 
Bible is a Book of spiritual truth, and we can- 
not adequately understand it without the help 
of the Spirit who inspired it. In our Scripture 
passage for this program we read, ‘Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law.” The Spirit of God has been 
sent among us to answer this prayer. Jesus said 
concerning the Spirit, “He shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” 


There is a kind of invisible ink which fades 
away aS soon as it is used, leaving the paper 
to which it was applied perfectly blank. If 
that paper is held out to the warmth and light 
of a fire, the writing reappears very plainly. 
To many people, the pages of the Bible seem 
to be printed in this kind of ink. They can 
see the words well enough, but they have little 
meaning. There needs to be a warmth and 
a light to make the words plain to those who 
read. The Holy Spirit is the fire Who brings 
the words of the Bible to light and to life. “Eye 
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for 
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God.” 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT 
SUGGESTION 
Wade Smith’s Books 
For The Young People 
The Little Jetts Bible $2.50 
The Little Jetts New Testament $2.50 

The Little Jetts Pilgrim’s Prog- 


ress | $2.50 
The Little Jetts Youth Talks __ $2.00 
Any One Of These For two New 
One-Year Subscriptions 


THE TESTAMENT For FisHErs Or MEN 
Price $3.25 Leather Binding — This vest 
pocket Testament has attained world-wide 
popularity as a personal worker’s handbook. 
Over 450,000 have been sold. 

The Journal offers it as a premium for two 
new one-year subscriptions. 


Any of the above five Wade Smith titles will 
be etched and autographed on the flyleaf by 
the Author, if requested. 


Send Orders For These—Or Any Other 
Books Published—To 


The Southern Presbyterian J ournal 
Weaverville, 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 
. . . Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader $2.25 Fourth Reader .............83.25 
Second Reader .............$2.50 Fifth Reader $3.50 
Third Reader $2.75 Sixth Reader $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-1188 Rowan, lowa 
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Annual Meeting Board of Women’s Work 


Atlanta — The Board of Women’s Work, 
meeting here in its annual fall session, approved: 
(1) Reorganization of the Board’s office into 
four departments, (2) the appointment of a 
new head for one of the departments, (3) a 
visit to the Belgian Congo by two staff mem- 
bers, (4) preliminary plans for a Women’s Work 
building in Montreat, N. C., and (5) a caravan 
to Mexico in March, 1957. 


The four departments through which the 
Board will now do its work in the Atlanta of- 
fices are the Program Department, Leadership 
Education Department, Editorial Department, 
and Business and Finance Department. Miss 
Mary Quidor, treasurer of the Board since 1938, 
heads the latter. 


Miss Evelyn Green, program secretary since 
1951, heads that department. 


Miss Louise Farrior, associate editor of the 
Division of Religious Education, Board of Chris- 
tian Education, has accepted a call to become 
the director of the new Editorial Department, 
effective January 1. Miss Farrior, now serving 
as editor of Day by Day and of Presbyterian 
Action, is a graduate of East Carolina College, 
Greenville, N. C., and of Assembly’s Training 
School. 


No appointment has been made to the posi- 
tion of director of the new Leadership Education 
Department. The reorganization replaces two 
divisions and four departments with the four 
departments that embrace all the functions of 
the six former units. 


Mrs. iL. M. McCutchen, executive secretary 
of the Board, and Mrs. Arena L. Devarieste, 
field representative for the Board, will visit 
the Congo during the month of March. Ap- 
proval of the visit was given by the Board, fol- 
lowing an invitation from the Congo Mission. 
The representatives of the Board will take part 
in a General Conference of Congolese women 
and missionaries, and will visit most of the 
mission stations. 


The proposed new building for Montreat is 
still in the planning stage, but the Board gave 
its approval to preliminary drawings for a struc- 
ture that will cost about $25,000. It will replace 
the old Winnsborough Pavilion, with an open- 
air pavilion of the same type, but with con- 
crete floor and new roof, and will attach the 
new Winnsborough Pavilion to a small office 
building that will have a literature room, two 
offices, and a small outdoor, unroofed but con- 
crete floored, social area... | 
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_ The fifth item of important action, concern. | 
ing a caravan to Mexico, is designed to encour. © 


age interest in the Birthday offering for 1957, | 


One half of the offering will go to Student 
Work in Mexico, the other half to work among 
the tubercular sufferers of Korea. One repre. 
sentative from each Synod and the Snedecor 
Region will be selected for the caravan, and the 
17 women will be led by a tour director. It 
is expected to be an eight to ten day tour. One 
qualification for selection will be a willingness 
to aid Women of the Church groups with their 
educational work for the Birthday Offering. 
Cost of the Caravan will be borne in part by 
the Board of Women’s Work and the Board of 
World Missions, but each woman going on the 
caravan will be asked to carry a part of her own 
expenses. 


The Board also approved contributions, both 
for the first time in Board history, to the sup- 


port and work of United Church Women and | 
the Joint Commission of Missionary Education. — 
The contributions were made in recognition — 
that the work “of these inter-denominational — 
agencies is in each case an integral part of the ~ 
total work of the women of our Church, and | 


through the UCW and JCME, it is possible 
to do work that the Women of the Church 
could not otherwise do. The Board has always 
had close cooperation on the Assembly level 
with United Church Women, but the new action 


is the first to give direct support, and it is | 
taken with the hope of encouraging participa- | 


tion and support by more of the synod, presby- 
tery, and local women’s groups in the work. © 


Our Home Made Christmas 


“Why do bells at Christmas ring? Why do little 
children sing? ; 

Once a lovely shining star, seen by Wise Men 
from afar, 

Gently moved until its light made a manger- 
cradle bright:. 

There a darling Baby lay, pillowed soft upon 
the hay, 

While His mother sang and smiled, “This is 
Christ, The Holy Child, 

That’s why bells at Christmas ring! That’s why 
little children sing!” 


We, too, the older ones, begin to sing happily ; 


as the day of the year draws near, and ever- 


greens for remembrance, gay with berries, reach _ 
us from our friend in the mountains, filling © 


our rooms with the pungent fragrance of God’s 
winter world. 


Greeting cards remind us, mail by mail, of 
friends far and near, new and old; adding their 
loving words to the songs in our hearts, while 
our hands are busy making Christmas stars for 
our Christmas tree — only a little one now on 
a table, since there is no longer a child with 
us to delight in its wonders. Our stars, of vari- 
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ous sizes (a big, bright one for the top of the 
tree), are made from gay linings of last year’s 
Christmas envelopes, to hang, on invisible black 
threads, swinging and twinkling among the 
green needles of our native pine or cedar. 


We save all our little metal bells, too, from 
year to year, to hang on our tree, tinkling with 


every passing touch or motion, as we pile our 


Christmas gifts about the tree, waiting in their 
gay wrappings for the magic hour agreed upon 
for opening them. | | 

But we don’t wait to open our Christmas 
cards, eagerly reading them as they come, and 
placing them in groups about our sitting room 
where we can appreciate them as they come, 
and placing them in groups about our sitting 
room where we can appreciate their messages 
most. Scenes of the Holy Nativity hold the cen- 
tral place, on the lower shelf of the mantle 
(an open fire burns on that hearth at all holli- 
day times) among the vases of evergreens. 


Churches, with their “lighted” windows, 
gleam along the higher ledge, inviting us to 
join all worshippers on our Lord’s birthday. 
Cards with gay Christmas emblems adorn the 
bookshelves; those with snow scenes, the win- 
dow ledge and sill, where carefully guarded 
candles burn every night, with a long-treasured 
little rustic log for their holder. For the cards 
that bring their messages in words only — and 
what is so wonderful as words? — we keep an 
open basket on the chair-side table, for many 
re-readings among the happy happenings of 
these crowning days of all the year. 

Yes, we still burn real candles (no electric 
ones) chosen in Christmas green or white as 
best becomes our blue-and-rose room. Placed, 


' nineteen or twenty of them, so that the whole 
+» room glows with their soft shining, the loveliest 


light of all kinds man knows how to make, 


7 and radiant enough for our reading aloud at 


least one of our favorite Christmas classics: 
Dicken’s never-old ‘Christmas Carol”; or Laura 
Porter’s exquisite “The Little Angels”; or Wini- 
fred Kirkland’s joyous “Where the Star Still 
Shines.” These treasures we select from our 
hanging poetry shelves, where we arrange the 


| new cards that picture the inspired story of the 


immortal “Journey of the Three Wise Men.” 


Centering our Christmas room and thoughts, 
we place our most appealing picture, a large 
one, of The Holy Child Himself, whose five 
baby fingers, ‘“‘midst the hair of the maiden so 
fair,” were in very truth “the five little fingers 
of God.” As His Davy comes and passes, we 
read aloud together, His four inspired Nativity 
Hymns, in Luke’s beautiful Gospel, the living 
heart of all our Christmas ways and worship: 
and we listen, over the radio, to the sweet old 
carols and great choruses, that are man’s high- 
est expressions of love and praise for His life 
and love for us. 
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So we “keep Christmas,” year by year, never 
old, ever cld, ever new, our old-fashioned home- 
made Christmas, with hearts made light and 
“merry,” like little children’s, with “great joy” 
in the sins forgiven by Him who was born, 
“in Bethlehem of Judea, the Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord.” | 


Last of all there comes a moment of word- 
less worship, outdoors, under the silent Christ- 
mas stars, when we lift up our eyes to the glory 
ef that night-sky, and our hearts to Him who 
has “set his glory upon the heavens,” whose 
birth-star guided those worshippers from the 
East—ah, then we think we can hear His angels 
singing to us as to the watching shepherds, and 
the “Watchmen” calls to us. 


‘Traveler, Lo, the Prince of Peace! Lo, the 


Son of God is come!” 
| —Mrs. S. H. Askew 


The Alcoholism Problem 


Evanston, Ill. — The President of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
said recently that God remains the best phy- 
sician and the Bible the best prescription for 
the prevention and cure of alcoholism. 


Mrs. Glenn G. Hays said in a statement on 
“The Current Problem of 414 Million Alco- 
holics” that drink has always been the first step 
away from the church and return to religion 
the one most necessary to rehabilitation. 


She declared that the theory that alcoholism 
is due to a disease existing before the victim 
starts drinking has “become an ‘out’ for the 
alcoholic beverage industry.” 


“Some: 43 state commissions,” Mrs. Hays said, 
“are now studying the rising problem of alco- 
holism, but without too much if any consulta- 
tion with their ministers of church organiza- 
tions. 


“To the drinker, alcohol is a_ temporary 
crutch for whatever weakness, but the Christian 
religion has over the centuries been proven the 
most permanent support. 


“Various so-called scientific methods, includ- 
ing those of mental institutions, have produced 
only a 35 to 50 per cent permanent rehabili- 
tation, while for Christianity the ratio has al- 
ways been much higher.” 


Mrs. Hays said that the success of Alcoholics 
Anonymous is largely due to that part of its 
formula im which the alcoholic is advised to go 
to church. She added: 


“Men or women who follow God and the 
Bible rarely if ever become or remain drinkers, 
and alcoholism is impossible if one does not 
drink alcohol.” 
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News 


Church Officer Training 
School in 1957 


Sponsored by the Kentuckiana Presbyterian 
Men’s Council, the fourth Church Officer Train- 
ing School will be held in January and Febru- 
ary 1957. The exact dates are January 20th 
and 27th, and February 3rd and 10th. The 
meetings will be held in different churches in the 


area, the first one to be in the Bardstown Road 


Presbyterian Church, Louisville. There will be 


two one-hour sessions each Sunday night, from © 


7:30 to 9:30 o’clock, with a break in between 
and a coffee hour afterwards. 


Dr. Julian Price Love, professor of Biblical 
Theology in Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
will lead the study the two nights in January on 
the theme “How We Got Our Bible.’’ On the 
two Sunday nights in February, Dr. Andrew 
K. Rule, professor of Church History and Apolo- 
getics in Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, will 
lead in the study of the theme “How We Are 
Saved” or “The Christian Doctrine of Salva- 
tion.” 


‘There will be a registration fee of $1.00. Men 
and women are invited to attend these meetings. 


Board of World Missions 


The Board of World Missions engaged in 
the ceremony of the laying of the cornerstone 
of the new Board of World Missions building, 
situated at Hillsboro Road and Linden Avenue- 
Nashville, Tennessee, at 2 p. m. on November 
13, 1956. The building under construction was 
sufficiently advanced for the cornerstone to 
be in place with the copper box set in it to 
receive the documents selected for preservation. 


Rev. William M. Elliott, Jr., Ph.D., D.D., 
Chairman of the Board, presided at the cere- 
mony. The Rev. Walter L. Caldwell, D.D., 
Chairman of the Board, 1948-1950, offered an 
appropriate prayer. Selections of scripture were 
read responsively by the leader and the people 
present. This was followed by the placing of 
the documents in the cornerstone deposit by 
members of the Staff: the Minutes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly for 1955 by Dr. D. J. Cumming; 
copies of the Annual Report of the Board of 
World Missions, 1955, and of the Manual in 


the revised edition of 1951 by Dr. S. Hugh | 


Bradley; a brief outline of the history of the 
Board and two photographs of the present build- 
ing by Mr. Curry B. Hearn; a list of the Board 
members, 1861-1956, by the Rev. Paul B. Free- 
land, and a copy of the cornerstone laying 
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land into the Way; thereby making your money im. 
mortal as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 
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From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace to you— | 
perhaps you, too, will want to make a bequest. A 
bequest in your legal will that someday will help | 
lead thousands of unchurched people in our South. | 
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service by the Rev. Eugene Daniel. These docu- 
ments had been especially prepared, and the 
photographs and manuscripts treated for great- 
er protection. 


Mr. William Hugh McCord, Chairman of the 
Building Committee, then proceeded to the 
laying of the cornerstone, at which time he 
presented Mr. H. Clint Parrent, the architect, 
and several of the contractors engaged in the 
construction of the building. Mr. McCord laid 
a slab of granite across the opening of the de- 
posit cavity, which was later sealed after the 
lid of the copper box containing the documents 
had been soldered. Dr. Elliott then stated: 


“In the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, we lay this 
Cornerstone of the Board of World Missions 
Building erected here by the authority of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, and devoted to the work of the ex- 
tension of the Kingdom of God throughout 
the world. 


“Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner- 
stone, elect, precious; and he that believeth 
on me shall not be confounded. 


“Other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid which is Jesus Christ.” 


The ceremony was concluded with a prayer 
and the benediction by Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Executive Secretary. 


Witnessing this impressive ceremony were 
about one hundred persons. Included in this 
number were members of the Board; former 
Board members in Nashville; staff members 
and their wives; a former staff member; office 
personnel; ministers in Nashville Presbytery; 
former missionaries and missionaries on fur- 
lough in Nashville, in addition to a number of 
other visitors. 


Missionary Furloughs 


Nashville—Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith and 
family of our North Brazil Mission are scheduled 
to arrive in the United States about the middle of 
December to begin furlough. 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. Brandt and family of 
our North Brazil Mission are scheduled to arrive 
in the United States about December 2 for their 
regular furlough in this country. 


Nashville—The Rev. and Mrs. Paul Coblentz of 
our West Brazil Mission announce the arrival of 
a son, Conrad Sidney, born in Brazil on June 19. 


Mr. Coblentz is a native of Springfield, Ohio. 
He received his education at Hampden-Sydney Col- 
lege and Union Seminary in Richmond, Va. He is 
a member of Kanawha Presbytery. 


Mrs. Coblentz is the former Miss Adele Alex- 
ander of Sherman, Tex., and is a member of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Sherman. She is a 
graduate of Austin College, and the Assembly’s 
Training School. 
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The couple first went to Brazil in 1948 and 
have been engaged in evangelistic work. They have 
two other children, a daughter age six, and a son, 
age four. 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—David P. Anderson, elder of the 
South Highland Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, 
and a member of that church since 1904, has been 
—— fellow members as “Mr. South Highland 
2 


Mr. Anderson, who is in the mortgage loan busi- 
ness in Birmingham, was cited as “the man most 
typical of the ideal church member and one con- 
tributing most to the spiritual life of the church.” 


One of Mr. Anderson’s sons is the Rev. Tom B. 
Anderson, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Lubbock, Texas. Another son is Dr. David P. 
Anderson, Jr., surgeon at Austin Clinic, Austin, 
Minnesota. 


Birmingham—A four-day workshop and confer- 
ence on evangelism was held in Birmingham, Oct. 
28-31, under the cooperative sponsorship of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., the Presbyterian 
ese: U. S., and Cumberland Presbyterian 

hurch. 


The workshop session was held at Sixth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. Following a young people’s 
supper on the opening evening, a message was 
brought by Dr. Gary Demarest of the Riverside 
Park Church, Jacksonville, Fla. Other speakers 
included the Rev. Robert Beach Cunningham, secre- 


tary of the eastern area of the Presbyterian 


Division of Evangelism, Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., and the Rev. Albert Dimmock, associate 
secretary of the Division of Evangelism, Board of 
Church Extension, Atlanta. Part of the program 
included a meeting of local church evangelism 
committees to discuss local program and plans for 
evangelism. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Ground Breaking Ceremonies 


Ground Breaking Services were observed on 
Nov. 4th for the new Church Sanctuary of the 
historic old Bethpage Presbyterian Church of Rt. 
4, Kannapolis, North Carolina. 


The Bethpage Church was organized in 1795 
and is among the oldest Presbyterian Churches in 
the Kannapolis-Concord Area. The Church was 
originally established sometime prior to 1795 about 
three miles northeast of the present location in 
Rowan County. The original site is now occupied 
by the Bethpage Methodist Church. The present 
Sanctuary which is to be replaced by the new 
Church was erected in 1840. It is of frame con- 
struction, and it is said that the logs were hewn 
out in the woods nearby and numbered and as- 
sembled at the building site with as little noise 
as possible, following the scriptural example of 
building the first Temple. The structure stands 
now, with a very few minor changes, as it did 
when originally constructed. The old Church has 
been a landmark in Cabarrus County for 116 years, 
having been erected 21 years before the beginning 
of the Civil War. 


The New Sanctuary is to be of Colonial Design 
with a Spire Steeple and is to cost about $85,000.00 
when completed. The seating capacity is to be 475. 
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The contract calls for the building to be “‘substan- 
tially completed’”’ by June of 1957. 


One of the most inspiring features of the 
projected building program has been the financial 
program. On January 16, 1955 the Finance Com- 
mittee of the Church made a special report to the 
Congregation at the Morning Worship Services. 
At that time it had taken five years to raise 
$7,600.00 toward the new Church. At the present 
time there is in hand $36,350.00. This represents 
an average monthly collection of $1,400.00 for 
the building fund, and in addition Current Expense 
and Benevolent Collections have increased. The 
a is careful in giving God the praise and 

ory. 


Ground Breaking Ceremonies were held as a part 
of an all day program. The Rev. Robert Turner, 
Associate Pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian 
Church of Charlotte, and a former Pastor of the 
Church, was the guest speaker at the morning 
Service. Dinner was had on the Church Grounds 
at 12:30 P.M. and at 2:00 P.M. the Afternoon 
Service was held. The Rev. T. B. Southall, Ex. 
Secty. of Concord Presbytery, brought the After- 
noon Sermon and Mr. R. D. Grier, Moderator 
of the Synod of North Carolina, brought greetings 
from the Synod. Dr. Frank McCutchan, Moderator 
of Concord Presbytery, brought greetings from 
the Presbytery. Fraternal Delegates from six neigh- 
boring Presbyterian Churches were present and 
brought greetings from their Congregations. 


At the Building Site after the Afternoon Service 
Elder H. A. 
Church led in the invocation, and Mr. R. D. Grier, 
Elder of the First Presbyterian Church of States- 
ville, N. C., and Moderator of the Synod of North 
Carolina, turned the first Shovel Full. He was 
followed by the Moderator of Concord Presbytery, 
the Pastor, Chairman of the Building Committee, 
Distinguished Guests present, and representatives 
from every organization in the Church. 


At the conclusioh of the ground breaking, the 
Congregation sang the Doxology, and the Pastor, 
the Rev. John A. Cannon, Jr., pronounced the 
Benediction. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Greenville—The Rev. C. Edward Davis, pastor 
of Third Presbyterian Church, Greenville, S. C., 
has been named new chairman of the Home Mis- 
sions Committee of Enoree Presbytery. 


Mr. Davis follows the Rev. Clyde Foushee, who 
has accepted a call to be pastor to the First Pres- 
byterian Church, North Little Rock, Ark. | 


Conestee—The Reedy River Presbyterian Church 


near Conestee, S. C., has dedicated a new Sunday > 


School building. 


This project denotes an outlay of approximately 
$15,000. Dr. E. D. Patton is the stated supply 
pastor who has helped to direct the work of the 
Reedy River Church. 


Pacolet—The Presbyterian Church of Pacolet, 
. C., has completed an addition to the church 
plant which gives additional class room space, and 
a new fellowship hall. 


With other new equipment which has been added 
to the facilities, the expenditure for the church 
has reached approximately $4000.00. The Pacolet 
Church has an average enrollment in the Church 
School of 45, while membership in the Church 
is about 31. 
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Eudy, an Elder of the Bethpage — 


The Rev. R. F. Coon, who has helped to direct 
the work of this church, as pastor of the Fairforest- 
Pacolet group, accepted a call to the First Presby- 
terian Church, Avoca, New York, in mid-July. 


TEXAS 


Commerce—Officers of the Westminster Fellow- 
ship, serving students and faculty of East Texas 
State Teachers College, for the current academic 
year are O. Gay Janes, II, of Cooper, president; 


. Jo Anne Gray, Commerce, vice-president and pro- 


gram chairman; Bill Wilson of Leonard, enlistment 
chairman; and Texanna Latimer of Leonard, stew- 
ardship chairman. Mr. and Mrs. V. L. Lieb and 
Dr. and Mrs. Carey T. Southall, Jr., are co-directors 
of Westminster Fellowship. Mr. Lieb and Dr. 
Southall are members of the education faculty 
of the local college. Officers for the Men of the 
Church, to be installed in December, for 1957 
are Sgt. Malcolm D. Calhoun, president; Grover 
Sims, vice-president; Tom R. Young, secretary; 
and Paul F. Street, treasurer. He succeeds Robert 
E. Baker, also past president of the Men of the 
Church of Paris Presbytery, as head. of the local 
men’s organizations. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


McKinnon Memorial Church, near Charleston, 
W. Va., enjoyed a gracious revival October 18 
through 28. The evangelist was Rev. Roger P. 
Melon, pastor of the Montgomery Church and for- 
mer moderator of the Synod of West Virginia. 
Certainly the day of mass evangelism it not over. 
The church was filled each night, with an average 
attendance of 157. A total of 20 came forward 
when the invitation was given, including 15 first- 
time decisions for Christ. Following the meeting 
the pastor, Rev. C. W. McNutt, received 14 new 
members into the church, 11 on profession of faith 
and 3 by letter and reaffirmation. Of the 14 thus 
received, 11 were adults. The whole work of the 
church has been greatly strengthened by the 

BEE 


BOOK ~~ 


BILLY GRAHAM. Stanley High. McGraw-Hill. 
$3.95. 


Concisely stated, this book is the personal story 
of Billy Graham with an evaluation of the man, 
his message, and his mission. It is an intriguing 
story of the dynamic evangelist who has been called 
“The phenomenon of the mid-twentieth century.” 


The reader is orientated in the field of evangel- 
ism through an introduction to this volume. The 
author analyzes the meaning and history of evan- 
gelistic movements since the beginning of the 
Christian era. The net conclusion is that there is 
substantial evidence that Billy Graham stands in 
the succession of great evangelists. He says, “I 
do not believe that any observer whose prejudices 
were not insurmountable could make a close-up 
protracted study of the man and his ministry and 
fail to find such substantial evidence.”’ 


The Church of Scotland magazine Life and Work 
commented during the crusade in Scotland, “Billy 
Graham is not remarkable for his gifts. He is 
remarkable for what he is making of God’s gift.” 
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Biographer High adds that Billy Graham would 
agree with that estimate of his gifts and would 
add that what he may be making of God’s gift, 
it is wholly —" doing and that only God can 
continue to do it. 


One of the most impressive things chant the 
ministry of Billy Graham is the note of certainty 
that is expressed in all of his messages. Stanley 
High has sought to ascertain the source of this 
certainty. He finds it in Billy’s Christian experi- 
ence of conversion. 


He writes, “For Billy Graham himself, there is 
no doubt where his certainty is rooted or when 
it began to grow — any more than there was 
for Paul, Augustine, or Erasmus or for Whitefield, 
Wesley, and Moody. As for them his certainty 
is rooted in an experience that began at a specific 
date: the same experience and at a date as specific 
as theirs. There seems to me to be no more reason 
to doubt his testimony on this than there is to 
doubt.theirs. There are the same reasons to be- 
lieve it, namely as with them, what happened to 
him at the time and more convincing what has 
been happening as a consequence ever since.” Then 
he adds, “For him, however, there is no doubt 
that his certainty began with his conversion.”’ 


It should also be pointed out that Billy speaks 
as a man who is sure because of his confidence of 
the trustworthiness of the Bible. High remarks, 
“For Billy Graham, the Bible from cover to cover 
is the divinely inspired Word of God. Early in 
his ministry Billy said, ‘I was doing a lot of preach- 
ing, but there was little power in it. Then one 
day I got down on my knees and I said, “Oh God 
I’ve got to get out of the ministry unless I find 
a message with power.’’ As I prayed I accepted 
the Bible by faith as God’s Word. From that 
moment my ministry has been different.’ ”’ 


In the third chapter High quotes an evaluation 
of Billy Graham by Dr. Leslie Weatherhead, min- 
ister of the City Temple in London. Weatherhead 
wrote, “I do not personally agree with some of 
Billy Graham’s theology, but I certainly accept the 
value of Billy Graham’s witness. He wisely real- 
izes that men are changed by news, not views.’ 
We doubt if Billy would accept the last sentence 
as being accurate. It expresses a false antithesis. 
Men are changed by news and views. 


Chapter 7 is called “The Ruth Graham Story.” 
It is an excellent narrative of Ruth Bell Graham 
and the influence she has had upon Billy’s ministry. 
This chapter also indicates the large debt that 
Billy owes to his father-in-law, Dr. L. Nelson Bell. 


The biographer observes, “His debt to Dr. Bell 
is a large one: for his sound sense in business 
matters, his judgment of men, his forthright criti- 
cism — untinged with bigotry — of sermon sub- 
jects and contents and most of all for the way — 
professionally as well as privately — he conta- 
giously lives what he believes, ‘Of all the men 
I have known,’ says Billy Graham, ‘only my father 
and Dean Minder at the Florida Bible Institute 
have influenced my life as deeply as Dr. Bell.’ ” 


Stanley High concludes this volume with some 


pertinent observations. He says that it seems clear 
that if good works, modernist theology, and the 


social gospel had in them the materials for a re- 


ligious revival, such a revival long before now 
would have been upon us. There has been in 
those vineyards no shortage of laborers. Billy 
Graham has brought to mid-twentieth century 
America a Bible-centered message that the Lord 
is using for kindling revival fires in many places 
in the world. With his final statement we are 
in complete agreement, ‘‘Whether or not Billy 
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Fuller. Fleming H. Revell. 


world. Some ask for prayer. 


Graham proves to be the human instrument of 
revival in our time, one thing I think is certain: 
such a revival will come from the preaching oe 


no other or no lesser Gospel.” 


This volume is valuable viewed. from many 
angles. It is chock full of human interest. It is 
a case history account of the meetings Billy. 
Graham has conducted in recent years. It is a 
confirmation of the power of Biblical preaching, 
and is a real contribution to the cause of Chris- 
tian evangelism. J.R.R. 


HEAVENLY SUNSHINE. Mrs. Charles E. 


$2.00. 


Mrs. Fuller has selected some representative 
letters that have come in to the Old Fashioned 
Revival Hour and they are published in this vol- 
ume. These testimonies come from all over the 
Others tell about 
the blessings of the ministry of Dr. Fuller. 


THE PRAYERS OF SUSANNA WESLEY. W. L. 
Doughty. Philosophical Library. $2.50. 


Susanna Wesley is largely known because of her 
two famous sons, John and Charles. She is, how- 
ever, worthy of appreciation on her own account 
as a woman of keen intellectual sympathies and 
profound Christian convictions. 


These prayers found in this volume which are 
adapted from her meditations shed a great deal 
of light upon her inner life and Christian char- 
acter. These prayers show that Susanna Wesley 
in forming her Christian creed dug deep and laid 
her foundation upon a rock and the storms and 
adversities of life never shook it. Her faith sus- 
— os through life and it was unimpaired in 
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YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
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Weaverville, North Carolina 


Christmas Gifts 
For The Whole Family 


Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 

By Catherine F. Vos 
732 Pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, ‘large, clear type, $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 
By Elsie E. Egermeier 


Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. ‘“B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” ig deluxe gift edition, contains all features of ‘‘A’’; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of persone and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproduction of Holy 
Land scenes. $2.95. “B,” $3.95. ‘“‘C,” $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 


By Charles Foster 


An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.35), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 
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